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And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 
errors that are propagated and prevailing in eur land, at this 


day, afford a ſtriking proof that ſuch a combination is expe- 
thereby we may more effectually maintain the order 


dient, as 
And faith once delivered to the ſaints, our acquaintance 


enlarged, — our union increaſed, while we mutually conſult 
each other's welfare, and the proſperity. of our brethren . in 


E 


E have learned by experience, chat a combination 
of churches is both prudent and uſeful, yea, the 
word of God informs us, that, Two are better than one, 
The numerous 


2. We utterly diſclaim all dlaffical power, _ 88 ; 


over the churches; 
power of each particular church. 


en he a da ern and 


3. We conceive it neceſſary that an " affociatioh conſiſt of 


men expert in the laws of their Gop— knowing and judici- 


ous in the ſcriptures; that thereby NR may be e 


to th6enguiring mind. Sf, FP 
PL A N. i 


. The affociazion to conſiſt only of meſſengers cok 125 
a ſent by the churches. Their expences to be borne by 


5 3 which ſend them. 


2. The churches by their meſſengers ſend letters addreſſed 
In the letters the names of the meſſengers ts 
are mentioned; alſo, the ſtate of the churches their increaſe 


0 the aſſociation. 


E their diminution, by death, diſmiſſion to other churches; 


or excommunication : and the preſent number of members. . 


8. Churches are to be received - into the aſſociation . a 
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written petition ; ſhowing eln defire to be admitted—their 

fairh—order—and willingneſs to conform to the rules of the 
aſſociation. When the neceſſary ſteps are taken, and ſuffrage 
being given in favour of the petition, the moderator, in token 
of fe lowſhip, gives the meſſengers his right hand, 
4. The affociation to convene annually at ſuch time a and 
7 place as they ſhall appoint : and firſt, a ſermon to be preach- 
ed ; after which, a moderator and clerk choſen— the letters 
from the churches are read letters, and minutes to be read 
(if any) from the aſſociations, with whom we have opened a 


correſpondence— letters prepared, and meſſengers appointed 


to the above-mentioned aſſociations— miniſters are appointed 
to ſupply deſtitute churches occiſionally-—all neceſſary buſi- 


neſs attended to, and minutes thereof made - the place ap- 


2 


pointed for our next annual convention, and (if expedient) | 
| appoint one to preach the next aſſociation ſermon a circular 
letter to the churches prepared, and affixed to our minutes 
and a collection of monies to be made for defraying the 
charges of printing the minutes, — other neceſſary Expences | 
of the aſſociation, : 
5. All matters to be Jennie in . aſſociation by the 
ſuffrage of the meſſengers. All that ſpeak are to addreſs the 
moderator, who is to take care that none be interrupted when 


ſpeaking, and that no other indecorum take place. 


— 4 — 


e Should any church or churches, belonging to this aſſo- 

elation, neglect attending our annual convention, year after 
year, the aſſociation view themſclves obligated to enquire ate | 
ter the cauſe of ſuch neglect, and act accordingly. : 


BY 


7. The faith and order of «his aſſociation, are expreſſ £41; 3 


a confeſſion put forth by our fraternity, (in Great-Britain) 
A. D. 1689. Some of the principles in ſaid confeſſion are, 
the impuration of Adam's fin to his poſterity—the inability 
of man to recover himſelf—effeftual calling by ſovereign 
grace—juſtification by imputed righteouſneſs immerſion for 
baptiſm, and that on profeſſion of faith and repentance—and 
reception into churches upon evidence of ſound- convere' 
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MINUTES or Tur BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


held at Stonington, October, 1787. 
Tueſday, October 16th, 1787. 


HE*elders and brethren, meſſengers of the charles; bs 5 
met at elder Simeon Brown's meeting houſe, and — 
1. Sermon by elder Iſaac Backus, from Iſa. Ixv. 15, 16. 


2. Brother Iſaac Backus was choſen moderator, and brother 


| Valentine W. Rathbun, clerk. 


3. Letters from the churches were read, and the following 


who have died the N * 


members. 


* B. Miniſters names in #alic.. Thoſe marked thus, + not preſent.” 
From the churches marked thus, we e no letters. 


- 0 no Ry —— 


1 f 


3 1 * . 5 


3. Stonington, 


1. Groton, 


2. Groton, 


» Say-Brook, 


Exeter, 


d PRIN RAS, 
2. Stonington, © 
J a — Brown, 
Simeon Brown, j jun. 
Aſa Spalding, 
Robert Stanton, | 
Valentine . . 
Sands Niles, ö 
Timothy Wightman, 
Peter Avery, : OY + 
T Frome Gathup, 3 jun. Int 
Solomon Sprague, 
Matthew Clark, 
» Sout-Kingſton, t- — Weight, 


3 


Simeon Brown, 


* 4 : 


— "- 


19 


7 | 
| he 2 


1 Mzsszwoxks. . 
Eleazer Brown, I F: | 1 
Joſhua Babcock, | | 
Peleg Randall, ' 1 
Jonathan Packs. e 
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account taken of the number added, difmilſed. excluded, or . 1 
and of the preſent number 1 


Daſhes : 
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| 100 . 
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9 Church formerly) 
of South Kingſton, . 


Welt-Greemwich, *T Eliſha S Te 4--$+-4; 1.06 


"i 3 


evening from Acts xi. 23. | | 
the grace of God, was glad, and exborted them all, that wilt 
5 purpoſe of beart they would cleave unto the LoRD. e 


 Cnvacnrs.  Massxnouns, . 


now of Richtnond! 


William Gorton, e 
John Tings 


W 
* 
3 


Th be Chriſtopher Ds - Fa 4:1 60 
2. Colcheſter, Abel Palmer, 40 43 


Jabez Rogers, F 


„„ William Perkins, F 
| Reuben Green. EE 


4 Petia 2 hee and 1 minutes from the Warren aſſoci- 


ation, by the hand of their meſſengers, elders Iſaac Backug 
and Thomas Green, and brother j 

coming was welcome to us. | 
5. Choſe our brethren John Rathbun, and 3 Pal. 
mer, jun, to prepare a letter to the Warren aſſociation. 


oſeph Grafton; 'y whole 


6. Appointed brother Aſa Spalding, and brother James 


1 85 Brow, to draw the letter to the Shaftſbury aſſociation, 


\ Achourned till to-morrow-morning, g o'clock. 


Brother Thomas Green, of Cambridge, 
Who coben he came, and had ſeen. 


. Wedneſday, October 17. 
Met purſuant to adjournment. 


7. Read che minutes of the een and Shaſrſbury 
| aſſociar 008; 
8. Read and a proved of the letter to the Shaftſbury aſſo- 

ciation, and made choice of elders Charles Boſs and Abel 


Palmer, as our meſſengers to them; their next aſſociation to 


be held at elder Amos Burroughs's meeting houſe, i in Shaftſ- 
bury, the kult ee in June dert. e 


9. Read 


rl 


preached in che 


N Fo 


* Read and ceded the letter to the Warren Alddcis- 
tion.” and appointed elder Eleazer Brown, and brother Sands 
Niles, to attend their annual convention, at elder Dodge's 
(| meeting-houſe, in Sturbridge, the Tueſday after the firlt TY 
1 Wedneſday i in September next. EY 
10. Read the circular letter to the churches, prepared by 5 
brother Sands Niles ; which, alter ſome amendment, Was 


ee 1 
11. Brother Valentine W. APP OT 18 appointed to draw 
the circular letter for the next year. 


12. The Sentiments and Plan of this affociation, prepared 

by our committee appointed for that purpoſe laſt year, being 
preſented, was read and approved ; ordered, that the lame 5 
be affixed to our minutes. 85 
13. Supplies for the deſtitute church of Richmond : — 
elder Simeon Brown, the third Lord's day in November; 
elder Eleazer Brown, the ſecond in January ; ; elder Valentine 
W. Rathbun, the ſecond in May, 
14. Appointed elders Timothy Wightman, and Simeon, | 
8 to viſit the deſtitute church in Groton, and make Lo 
report of their circumſtance at our next aſſociation, 
15. Appointed our brethren Sands Niles, John Rathbun, 5 
and Valentine W. Rathbun, to write a friendly letter to the 
church in Say-Brook ; from Rom we have received no let · 
ter, year after year. | 
16. The next aſſociation 3 is to be held at Aer Abel Pal 
mer's meeting-houſe, 1 in Colcheſter, the third TueſGay 1 in Oe- 
. tober next, at 10 o'clock A. M. x 
17. Brother Valentine W. Rathbun, i 18 requeſted to oper = 
intend the printing our minute. PET 


Elder Backus made the cancladng prayer 


Now follows our circular letter, 


5 Dearly . 58 
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| Dear ddd, 5 


UFFER us to addreſs you in the Jeni of the deine oracle 
% Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 


|  Faithfulneſs and honeſty, is commended by almoſt all; but (it is tobe | 
| feared) practiſed by few? It is an ornament wherever it is to be found 


in the aged—in the youth —in the rich—in the poor —and in all degreet 
and orders of men. It is what is required from all rational beings ; and 
i: juſtly expected both by God and man, from all that profeſs to be the 
followers of the Lamb. This character ſhone conſpicuouſly i in the illuftri- } 
- Ous Jeſus. He was faithful in all things, to him that appointed him. 
This unparallelled faithful high prieſt, when he aſeended up on high, led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. Did he ever give even the 
leaſt gift to any human being, but that the receiver is under a neceſſary 


bbligation to improve, for his declarative glory, and the benefit of his 


b 
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choſen? All his gifts and callings are without repentance. His injunc- - 
tion is, As every man hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame 
one to another, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God.” Here, 
is it not evident, that every edifying gift is commanded to be improved ? 
And may we not ſafely conclude from the nature of the parable of the 
7 talents, that he that had received but one, was as juſtly reproveable for 
5 non- improvement, as he chat had received ſive ? And, are not thoſe that 
neglect to improve their gifts or talents, liable to have them taken from 
them, and given to others that are faithful ? Yet, the delinquent is not 
| in the leaſt excufed, from the character of wicked and ſtothful ſervant, and 
may juſtly expect correction and puniſhment from the great giver. If We 
attend to the volume of facred writ, we ſhall hear ſome of the moſt ſolemn - 
nnd awful curſes, denounced againſ ſuch, as neglected to perform divine 
requiſitions, ** Curſe ye Meroz, (ſaid the angel of the Lord) curſe ye Bo 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof : becauſe they e came not to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord, againſt the mighty.” Again, thoſe that 
committed robbery in tithes and offerings. Ve are curſed with a curſe, 


even this whole nation !” Are not tithes and offerings, under the law, a 


lively repreſentation, not only of the temporal offerings, to ſupport the 
cauſe and intereſt of religion under the goſpel, but alſo of the dedication 
and improvement of the ſpiritual gifts and endowments of the mind ? If 
fo, where ſhall we find * of the ſons of Zion. but what are under con. 
demnatioa 


00 


demuntion at Hier time or othe. their finfal neglell ? However, there - 
may be ſome of ſuch modern refined taſte, and fo ſtrongly attached to the 
faſhions and modes of ſome ſorts of profeſſors, that they cannot admit of 
public exhortations, before or after ſermon, though * the tongue of the 
| fammerer ſhall be ready to ſpeak plainly.” Yet, of how little weight 

will their objections be in the mind of every faithful church or chriſttan ? 
If they attend to what God ſays, ** As every man hath received the gift, 


ſo let him miniſter the ſame.” Will not the language of their hearts be, 


« T have opened my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot go back.“ I have 


| once (aud repeatedly ſince) vowed, and dedicated my all to God; my 
|| foul, my body, my gifts, my every thing to the ſervice of Deity ? If this 


has been the caſe with you, brethren, (as we doubt not it has) how can 

it be poſlible for you to be guitleſs, and neglet the improvement of your 

gifts in the church of God ? May you not juſtly be ſtiled church robbers ? 
Though your gifts may be ſmall, (yet if the church judge them needful) 
you are no more excuſed than he that had but one talent. As every 
member in the natural body, is neceſſary for the good order and well... 
being of the whole: ſo every member in the myſtical body of Chriſt, is ND 


neceſſary in its order, for the comfort gpd edification of the whole. 


Dear brethren, as a motive to engage you to faithfulneſs, remember 6 
what God ſaid to the father of the faithful : «© I am thy ſhield, and thy | 
exceeding great reward.” This faithful promiſer would reward his an- 
tient people, on their bringing i in all the tithes into his ſtore- houſe, that 
I there might be meat in his houſe ; he would open the windows of heaven, 28 
and pour them out a bleſſing, that there ſhould not be room enough to 
| receive it. All the faithful may invariably rely, and depend on the truth = 
and faithfulneſs of Zion's King. And to induce his choſen to fidelity, he 
I fays, that «© obedience is better than ſacrifice ; and to hearken, than the 
fat of rams.” Alſo, _ the willing and obedient ſhall eat the good of- 

t | the land.” Thoſe that obey him, and keep his commandments, he will - 
c | come, and (ſurely) manifeft himſelf unto : He, and his Father, will come 
unto them, and make their abode with them. Dear brethren, we ars L 
confident that true religion, no how elſe exiſts in the ſoul of man, but in 
the real knowledge of God, and obedience and conformity to his laws 
and inſtitutions. Conformity and fellowſhip with him, is the end and 


ELD of all goſpel inficurions. . 3 love and | obedience to bim, | 


Kath 


* ; wo nh 
—_ — COT by a 9” 


4 5 


N * . Kg 2 Ny 
| Wo W "TY We 5 Hal *% — 
; Tac #2 5 2 n is 8 % „ ig He _— 


1 — — \ 
4 A 3 * . 8 10 
ww PE" Lad — — 
2 — 


a, a 


Er — — — — ͤĩ⅛ ßùùXKX— ooo Eo. ood 


— 


"IF . 


4 e a * 6 _= 
=> . 


A „ 3 
8 * . 


4 * 1 = E oo * 
„ 
. 4 


r 
& — 94 e ; a. . 


— SM 


* 3 g 
. n * dips N * „ 
„ 1 
* x I 


1 
N 
1 
5 7 
' 's * 
| 1 
f 79 
* 
1 


1 
4 : 
% 


Wo,” 


5 hath | in itſelf a moſt fare ard certain reward of happineſs, in 10. own 1 
| ſom. This is what ſweetens and perfumes the ſoul with joy and delight, 


and creates holy affections and diſpoſitions towards him: ſo that the 


will is in ſome godl meaſure ſwallowed up in the ocean of his divine ſo- 


vereignty. When this is the caſe of the chriſtian, how eaſily, and 


with delight do they Rep forward in the lot and order heaven has de- 


ſigned ? A ſpecimen of this (upon reflection) we ſee in every real refor- 
mation: How bold and obedient are young chriſtians in their exhort- 
| ations? Ts it not an agreeable ſcene, to all ſuch as really and actually 
love our Lord Jeſus 3 to hear the new born babes, crying, Abba Father: 
and ſpeaking out (though with a ſtammering tongue) the excellency of 
| Jeſus, i in his love : the fulneſs in him to ſave, &c. ? How natural is it 


-them, then, to call upon their fellows to exhort them—to invite 


| them——and to warn them to flee from the wrath to come ?- Is there any 
that dare to forbid ſach, but thoſe that are inimical to the cauſe and 

| religion of Jeſus? May we not conclude, that ſuch' profeſſors that ſhut 
the doors againſt exhortation, have but little (if any) religion? Quite 


of a different character was the meek ſervant. Moſes : : he would that 


1 the Lord's people were prophets.” And the author to the Hebrews, 


impreſſes the duty of exhortation; and ſo much the more as we ſee the 


day approaching. And the venerable ſervant Whitefield ſaid, that ap- 
5 plication and exhortation was the life of preaching. And, if public ex · 
bs: hortation and propheſying, ſuch as fhould be effected in the laſt days, 


when God ſhould pour out his ſpirit upan the ſervants and hand*maids, 


is agreeable to heaven, may we not ſaſely conclude, that ſuch churches 
5 (if any there be) as ſhut the door againſt it, do thereby grieve the tender 
ſpirit of Jeſus—wound his dear children—and procure the frowns of the 
Moſt High: fo that he leaves them. with little more than their empty 
forms of religion? 1 | 


Fidelity and honeſty, ſo much PORES <P ſo FEA to all ſorts 


improvement io the church ? Is it not required of every, even the weakeſt 


chriſtian in Zion? Where eyer the gift of ſaving grace is beſtowed on 


any of the lapſed, race of Adam, there is the ſpirit of ſupplication ! And 
God lues, cy 1 mal be * unto by the houſe of Iirael, to do them 
| — 


bt profeſſors, is it only diſplayed by ſuch as have uleful public gifts of 
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; things bor them that they Wee 44 And is ĩt polible for an bebren⸗ bod 5 
Foul, to content himſelf without exerciſing the breath of prayer and praiſe 
to God ? And does not God require the improvement and growth of every - 

AVE grace and gift beſtowed? Has he not ſaid, I will pour out my wrath - 

upon the families that ball not on my name ? Bvery head of a family bt 
Hould exerciſe the characters of prophet, prieſt and king in his family. 
a Asa prophet; he ſhould (actording to his ability) endeavour to teach and | 
| Inftru@ them, that there is a God; and that they have ſouls of an in- 
finite value; and that they muſt be delivered from ſin, and reconciled to 
God, or be eternally miſerable. As a prieſt, it is incumbent on every 
head of à family, to Exerciſe His gifts (though never ſo ſmall) in prayer 
and interceſſion with God for them ; though he can't atone for them, yet 
it is his duty to carry the caſe of himſelf and family before the throne of 
= grace, and intercede with God, if it be but in few words, according as 
his gifts may admit, in ſack a manner, that his family may hear, and _. 
| join with him! Though morning and evening family prayer is not 
| expreſsly commanded in the new teſtament ; yet, is it not implied by the 
morning and evening ſacrifices and offerings, under the law? And, is 
| it not fully held out in the command, that we pray without ceaſing * 
| and, te in praying always with all prayer ye ſupplication i in the ſpirit ; 25 
and, that we ſhould *© be inſtant in prayer.” * Ts it not tv be feared, that 
there may be ſome ſorts of profeſſors, that neglect this moſt i important, 
3 and ſoul- ſatisfying duty ? - But i is there 'any real heaven-born ſoul, that 
c an be ſo forgetful of his former experierice—ſo diſengaged in religion, 

- as not to pay his acknowledgements to God ?—ſo regardleſs and cruel 
to his family, as not to beſeech and intercede with him, for their ever- 

7 laſting well- being ? IF there be any ſuch benumbed, unfaithful chriſtian, 
; that 1s the head of a family, ſuffer it not to be told in Gath, nor publiſhed 
in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, before you heartily confeſs your neglect to God, 

and to your family, and aſſume, by practice, the character of a faithful 

| follower of the Lamb! As a king, and governor in his family; like the 

father of the faithful, he ought to command his houſhold, and to reftrain 5 

| them from following the ſuperfluous and vain faſhions of the children of 

this world, in adorning the dying body, until they make themſelves to 
appear ridiculous i in the eyes of over ſober and Glerevt beholder ! Ere- 


* 


5 7 25 DEED — a 4 


tr abet head of à fanilly, w will Ane by every eriptute method EE 
to reſtrain his family, and all under his care, from aſſociating, keeping 
company, and ſpending their precious time in the frolicking chambers, 
with the giddy, irreligious rabble, that are putting the evil day afar off ' 
Vain dancing; was the cauſe of John Baptiſt's loſing his head! Though . 
there may be ſome ſorts of profeſſors that indulge their families in this 
horrid evil; and eſteem it as an innocent recreation | Is it not becauſe 
they have no realizing ſenſe of the preciouſneſs of time the approach of 
the judgment day, when they muſt give an account for every thought, 
word, and action, before the awful and glorious tribunal of Jehovah ? 
Has not the conſequence of ſuch practice been, to cut off, and fliut the 
d cor againſt the ſpirit of conviction ? And, have not numbers in our day, 
attended ſuch vile company, on purpoſe to ſtifle conviction? Indeed, have 
not parents been ſuch cruel maſters, as to. adviſe their children to ſuch vi. 
cious and ſinful courſes, in order to get rid of what they called melancho- 

- I? If ſo, what a moſt ſhocking conſideration is it, that any ſhould be ſo 5 

= void of the fear of God and io Ds ay of the fate of their ekildren | in | 

the coming world)? | 
Pinally, brethren, ſuffer 5 5 of exhcrtation ; to a: hd to the te." 
going, and to whatſoever things are lovely, and to whatſoever things are 
ol good report: by ſo doing, and being faithful unto * ne will in 
* | herit the crown of life. Amen and Amen. = 1 | 


: ER in behalf of the aſſociatin. 
„ - J$AAC BACKUS, Moderator. 5 
VALENTINE W. RATHBUN, Clerk. Ar 
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